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xlii
THOMAS CARLYLE



Brunhild’s reception of Siegfried is not without tartness; which,
however, he, with polished courtesy and the nimblest address,
ever at his command, softens down, or hurries over: he is here,
without will of his own, and so forth, only as attendant on his
master, the renowned King Gunther, who comes to sue for her
hand, as the summit and keystone of all earthly blessings.
Brunhild, who had determined on fighting Siegfried himself,
if so he willed it, makes small account of this King Gunther
or his prowess; and instantly clears the ground, and equips
her for battle. The royal wooer must have looked a little blank
when he saw a shield brought in for his fair one’s handling,
“three spans thick with gold and iron,” which four chamberlains
could hardly bear, and a spear or javelin she meant to shoot or
hurl, which was a burden for three. Hagen, in angry apprehension 
for his king and nephew, exclaims that they shall all lose
their life (lip), and that she is the tiuvels wip, or Devil’s wife.
Nevertheless Siegfried is already there in his Cloak of Darkness,
twelve men strong, and privily whispers in the ear of royalty to be
of comfort; takes the shield to himself, Gunther only affecting to
hold it, and so fronts the edge of battle. Brunhild performs
prodigies of spear-hurling, of leaping, and stone-pitching; but
Gunther, or rather Siegfried, “who does the work, he only acting
the gestures,” nay who even snatches him up into the air, and
leaps carrying him,—gains a decided victory, and the lovely
Amazon must own with surprise and shame that she is fairly
won. Siegfried presently appears without Tarnkappe, and asks
with a grave face, When the games, then, are to begin?

So far well; yet somewhat still remains to be done. Brunhild
will not sail for Worms, to be wedded, till she have assembled a
fit train of warriors: wherein the Burgundians, being here without
retinue, see symptoms or possibilities of mischief. The deft
Siegfried, ablest of men, again knows a resource. In his 
Tarnkappe he steps on board the bark, which seen from the shore,
appears to drift-off of its own accord; and therein, stoutly steering
towards Nibelungen-land, he reaches that mysterious country and
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