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ON THE NIBELUNGEN LIED.
xliii


the mountain where his Hoard lies, before the second morning;
finds Dwarf Alberich and all his giant sentinels at their post,
and faithful almost to the death; these soon rouse him thirty
thousand Nibelungen Recken, from whom he has only to
choose one thousand of the best; equip them splendidly enough;
and therewith return to Gunther, simply as if they were that
sovereign’s own body-guard, that had been delayed a little by
stress of weather.

The final arrival at Worms; the bridal feasts, for there are
two, Siegfried also receiving his reward; and the joyance and
splendour of man and maid, at this lordliest of high-tides; and
the joustings, greater than these at Aspramont or 
Montauban,—every reader can fancy for himself. Remarkable only is the evil
eye with which Queen Brunhild still continues to regard the
noble Siegfried. She cannot understand how Gunther, the Landlord 
of the Rhine,[1] should have bestowed his sister on a vassal:
the assurance that Siegfried also is a prince and heir-apparent,
the prince namely of Netherland, and little inferior to Burgundian
majesty itself, yields no complete satisfaction; and Brunhild
hints plainly that, unless the truth be told her, unpleasant
consequences may follow. Thus is there ever a ravelled thread
in the web of life! But for this little cloud of spleen, these
bridal feasts had been all bright and balmy as the month of June.
Unluckily too, the cloud is an electric one; spreads itself in time
into a general earthquake; nay that very night becomes a thunderstorm, 
or tornado, unparalleled we may hope in the annals of
connubial happiness.

The singer of the “Nibelungen,” unlike the author of “Roderick
Random,” cares little for intermeddling with “the chaste mysteries
of Hymen.” Could we, in the corrupt ambiguous modern tongue,
hope to exhibit any shadow of the old simple, true-hearted, merely
historical spirit, with which, in perfect purity of soul, he describes


	↑ Der Wirt von Rine: singular enough, the word Wirth, often applied to
royalty in that old dialect, is now also the title of innkeepers. To such base
uses may we come.
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