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THOMAS CARLYLE



things unattempted yet in prose or rhyme,—we could a tale
unfold! Suffice it to say, King Gunther, Landlord of the Rhine,
falling sheer down from the third heaven of hope, finds his spouse
the most athletic and intractable of women; and himself, at the
close of the adventure, nowise encircled in her arms, but tied
hard and fast, hand and foot, in her girdle, and hung thereby,
at considerable elevation, on a nail in the wall. Let any reader
of sensibility figure the emotions of the royal breast, there as
he vibrates suspended on his peg, and his inexorable bride
sleeping sound in her bed below! Towards morning he capitulates; 
engaging to observe the prescribed line of conduct with
utmost strictness, so he may but avoid becoming a laughing-stock
to all men.

No wonder the dread king looked rather grave next morning,
and received the congratulations of mankind in a cold manner.
He confesses to Siegfried, who partly suspects how it may be,
that he has brought the “evil devil” home to his house in the
shape of wife, whereby he is wretched enough. However, there
are remedies for all things but death. The ever-serviceable
Siegfried undertakes even here to make the crooked straight.
What may not an honest friend with Tarnkappe and twelve
men’s strength perform? Proud Brunhild, next night, after a
fierce contest, owns herself again vanquished; Gunther is there
to reap the fruits of another’s victory; the noble Siegfried 
withdraws, taking nothing with him but the luxury of doing good, and
the proud queen’s Ring and Girdle gained from her in that
struggle; which small trophies he, with the last infirmity of a
noble mind, presents to his own fond wife, little dreaming that
they would one day cost him and her, and all of them, so dear.
Such readers as take any interest in poor Gunther will be gratified
to learn, that from this hour Brunhild’s preternatural faculties
quite left her, being all dependent on her maidhood; so that any
more spear-hurling, or other the like extraordinary work, is not to
be apprehended from her.

If we add, that Siegfried formerly made over to his dear
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