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ON THE NIBELUNGEN LIED.
xlv


Chriemhild the Nibelungen Hoard, by way of Morgengabe (or,
as we may say, Jointure); and the high-tide, though not the
honeymoon, being past, returned to Netherland with his spouse,
to be welcomed there with infinite rejoicings,—we have gone
through as it were the First Act of this Tragedy; and may here
pause to look round us for a moment. The main characters are
now introduced on the scene, the relations that bind them
together are dimly sketched out: there is the prompt, 
cheerfully heroic, invulnerable and invincible Siegfried, now happiest of
men; the high Chriemhild, fitly-mated, and if a moon, revolving
glorious round her sun, or Friedel (joy and darling); not without
pride and female aspirings, yet not prouder than one so gifted
and placed is pardonable for being. On the other hand, we
have King Gunther, or rather let us say king’s-mantle Gunther,
for never except in that one enterprise of courting Brunhild, in
which too, without help, he would have cut so poor a figure,
does the worthy sovereign show will of his own, or character
other than that of good potter’s clay; farther, the suspicious,
forecasting, yet stout and reckless Hagen, him with the 
rapid glances, and these turned not too kindly on Siegfried, whose
prowess he has used yet dreads, whose Nibelungen Hoard he
perhaps already covets; lastly, the rigorous and vigorous 
Brunhild, of whom also more is to be feared than hoped. Considering
the fierce nature of these now mingled ingredients; and how,
except perhaps in the case of Gunther, there is no menstruum of
placid stupidity to soften them; except in Siegfried, no element
of heroic truth to master them and bind them together,—unquiet
fermentation may readily be apprehended.

Meanwhile, for a season all is peace and sunshine. Siegfried
reigns in Netherland, of which his father has surrendered him
the crown; Chriemhild brings him a son, whom in honour of
the uncle he christens Gunther, which courtesy the uncle and
Brunhild repay in kind. The Nibelungen Hoard is still open
and inexhaustible; Dwarf Alberich and all the Recken there still
loyal; outward relations friendly, internal supremely prosperous:
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