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THOMAS CARLYLE



these are halcyon days. But, alas, they cannot last. Queen
Brunhild, retaining with true female tenacity her first notion,
right or wrong, reflects one day that Siegfried, who is and shall
be nothing but her husband’s vassal, has for a long while paid
him no service; and, determined on a remedy, manages that
Siegfried and his queen shall be invited to a high-tide at Worms,
where opportunity may chance for enforcing that claim. Thither
accordingly, after ten years’ absence, we find these illustrious
guests returning; Siegfried escorted by a thousand Nibelungen
Ritters, and farther by his father Siegemund who leads a train of
Netherlanders. Here for eleven days, amid infinite joustings,
there is a true heaven-on-earth: but the apple of discord is
already lying in the knightly ring, and two Women, the proudest
and keenest-tempered of the world, simultaneously stoop to lift
it. Aventiure Fourteenth is entitled “How the two queens
rated one another.” Never was courtlier Billingsgate uttered,
or which came more directly home to the business and bosoms
of women. The subject is that old story of Precedence, which
indeed, from the time of Cain and Abel downwards, has wrought
such effusion of blood and bile both among men and women;
lying at the bottom of all armaments and battle-fields, whether
Blenheims and Waterloos, or only plate-displays, and tongue-and-eye 
skirmishes, in the circle of domestic Tea: nay, the very
animals have it; and horses, were they but the miserablest
Shelties and Welsh ponies, will not graze together till it has been
ascertained, by clear fight, who is master of whom, and a proper
drawing-room etiquette established.

Brunhild and Chriemhild take to arguing about the merits of
their husbands: the latter, fondly expatiating on the preëminence
of her Friedel, how he walks “like the moon among stars”
before all other men, is reminded by her sister that one man
at least must be excepted, the mighty King Gunther of Worms,
to whom by his own confession long ago at Isenstein, he is vassal
and servant. Chriemhild will sooner admit that clay is above
sunbeams, than any such proposition; which therefore she, in all
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