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Life of Charlotte Brontë.



master her will; and, when she conquered herself, she
remained, not like a victor calm and supreme on the
throne, but like a panting, torn, and suffering victim.
Her nerves and her spirits gave way. Her health
became much shaken.


 


"Brussels, August 1st, 1843.

"If I complain in this letter, have mercy and don't
blame me, for, I forewarn you, I am in low spirits, and
that earth and heaven are dreary and empty to me at
this moment. In a few days our vacation will begin;
everybody is joyous and animated at the prospect,
because everybody is to go home. I know that I am
to stay here during the five weeks that the holidays
last, and that I shall be much alone during that time,
and consequently get downcast, and find both days and
nights of a weary length. It is the first time in my
life that I have really dreaded the vacation. Alas! I
can hardly write, I have such a dreary weight at my
heart; and I do so wish to go home. Is not this
childish? Pardon me, for I cannot help it. However,
though I am not strong enough to bear up cheerfully,
I can still bear up; and I will continue to stay (D. V.)
some months longer, till I have acquired German; and
then I hope to see all your faces again. Would that
the vacation were well over! it will pass so slowly.
Do have the Christian charity to write me a long, long
letter; fill it with the minutest details; nothing will be
uninteresting. Do not think it is because people are
unkind to me that I wish to leave Belgium; nothing
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