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When storm is on the heights, and right and left 
Suck'd from the dark heart of the long hills roll 
The torrents, dash'd to the vale: and yet her will
Bred will in me to overcome it or fall.


 But when I told the king that I was pledged 
To fight in tourney for my bride, he clash'd 
His iron palms together with a cry;
Himself would tilt it out among the lads:
But overborne by all his bearded lords
With reasons drawn from age and state, perforce 
He yielded, wroth and red, with fierce demur: 
And many a bold knight started up in heat,
And sware to combat for my claim till death.


 All on this side the palace ran the field 
Flat to the garden-wall; and likewise here, 
Above the garden's glowing blossom-belts, 
A column'd entry shone and marble stairs,
And great bronze valves, emboss'd with Tomyris
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