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THE PRINCESS;



And what she did to Cyrus after fight,
But now fast barr'd: so here upon the flat
All that long morn the lists were hammer'd up, 
And all that morn the heralds to and fro,
With message and defiance went and came; 
Last, Ida's answer, in a royal hand,
But shaken here and there, and rolling words
Oration-like. I kiss'd it and I read.


 'You have known, O brother, all the pangs we felt, 
What heats of moral anger when we heard 
Of those that iron-cramp'd their women's feet;
Of lands in which at the altar the poor bride 
Gives her harsh groom for bridal-gift a scourge; 
Of living hearts that crack within the fire 
Where smoulder their dead despots; and of those,—
Mothers,—that, all prophetic pity, fling 
Their pretty maids in the running flood, and swoops 
The vulture, beak and talon, at the heart
Made for all noble motion: and I saw
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