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down his cheeks took leave of his wife and son, the latter
being only three months old. Leaving the city of Warwick
accompanied by a squire, he sailed to Alexandria,
and thence made his way to Jerusalem. Here he made
a careful and contrite confession of his sins and received
Holy Communion. After visiting the Holy Sepulcher
and other holy places in this city, he returned to Alexandria,
and set sail for Venice, where he dismissed his
squire, who, in accordance with the instructions given
him by his master, spread the report that Earl William
of Warwick was dead. The Earl also had merchants
write letters to England, in which they told that William
of Warwick had died while returning from Jerusalem.
The Countess was grief-stricken when she received the
bad tidings, and caused funeral obsequies to be celebrated
in a manner befitting the Earl's station. (Chaps. 2-4)

After some time had elapsed the Earl returned to his
native land. He was greatly changed in appearance.
Long hair hung over his shoulders, and his snow-white
beard reached to his girdle. In the garb of a Franciscan
monk, he came to a hermitage of Our Lady not far
distant from the city of Warwick, and there lived all
alone, avoiding all worldly affairs in order that he might
make atonement for his transgressions. Once a week
he went into the city of Warwick to solicit alms. No
one recognized him, on account of his beard and long
hair. He used to go to the Countess to ask for charity,
and she, touched by his profound humility, would give
to him more than to the other mendicants. And thus
he lived undisturbed for some time. (Chap. 4)

Now it happened that corsairs had plundered a city belonging
to the King of Canary. This Moorish king became
enraged when he heard of it, and prepared a great fleet
to invade England. One dark night this fleet entered
the port of Dantona [Hampton, i.e. Southampton]. The
Moors disembarked without being seen or heard by the
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