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English. When the English king was informed of this invasion,
he quickly gathered all his available men to drive
back the invaders, but his forces were defeated and he
was obliged to retreat towards the city of Saint Thomas of
Canterbury. Along a river near this place he made a
stand, but was again defeated. After losing nine battles,
one after another, he sought refuge in the city of London.
But the scarcity of provisions soon compelled him to
evacuate this place, and he withdrew to the city of Warwick,
which was well supplied with food, arms and all the
instruments of warfare. The Countess offered all that
was in her county to the unfortunate monarch. The
Moors pursued the retreating forces, and on the way
captured the castle of Alimburch [Wellingborough?]. The
English king from a tower in the city of Warwick could
see the Moors devastating the land and slaying his Christian
people, both men and women. Dark despair came
over him. He could not bear this sight, but came down
from the tower and retired to a small chamber where he
lamented and prayed. In his great affliction, he bowed
his head upon the bed, and presently it seemed to him
that a beautiful lady in white, with a child in her arms,
entered the chamber. She was attended by many other
ladies who were chanting the "Magnificat." When
the singing ceased, the Lady approached him, and, placing
her hand on his head, she said: "Fear not, O King;
have confidence; the Son and the Mother will help you
in your great tribulation. As a sign of peace, kiss on the
mouth the first man with a long beard whom you shall
see, and who will ask you for alms. Request him to lay
aside his garment, and make him captain of all your
forces." When the king opened his eyes the vision had
vanished, but the dream had been so vivid that he could
not forget it. The next morning the hermit, William
of Warwick, while gathering herbs, saw the Moorish
forces overrunning all the surrounding country, and
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