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sought refuge in the city of Warwick. He went to the
castle to ask the Countess for alms, and there met the
king, whom he immediately approached. He knelt down
before him and asked for charity. The king, bidding him
arise, kissed him on the mouth and led him into a room of
the castle, where he asked him to put aside his penitent
garb and to take up arms. The hermit at first declined,
but finally agreed to yield to the wishes of the king, since
he would be taking up arms to defend Christianity and
to spread the Holy Catholic faith. (Chaps. 5-10)

In his travels in the East the hermit had learned to
make certain grenades which would burn and which no
water could extinguish. For several days he was busy
making some of these. One day he informed the king
he was ready to carry out a plan by which he hoped to
deal a severe blow to the enemy. That night he disguised
himself as a Moor and, carrying a number of
grenades, reached the camp of the invaders. He set fire
to the camp, and while the infidels were trying to extinguish
the fire, the English came out of the city and
attacked them. Many Moors were slain, and the rest fled
in disorder to the castle of Alimburch. (Chaps. 10-12)

From this place, the great King of Canary sent ambassadors
to the English king with a letter in which he
proposed that, to avoid further bloodshed, the two kings
should engage in mortal combat. If the Moorish king
should be the victor, the English king was to recognize
him as his lord and pay a heavy tribute every year.
If, on the other hand, the English king should win, then
the Moors were to return to their own land, and England
should again enjoy peace. This proposal was immediately
accepted by the English sovereign. (Chaps. 13-14)

Then the King of England convened the General
Council to deliberate over the matter. The hermit
was first asked to give his advice. He suggested that
since the Moorish king was a strong and hardy man,
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