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and the English king young and feeble, some one who
was more likely to win over such a formidable adversary
should fight in place of England's king. Moreover,
he proposed that the Duke of Lancaster, the uncle of
the king, should be the person to represent him in the
combat. But immediately three dukes, the Duke of
Gloucester, the Duke of Bedford, and the Duke of Exeter,
protested loudly that, since they were more closely
related to the king, the honor of representing him should
devolve upon them. But the king was unwilling that
any one should fight in his place. However, he was
finally persuaded that this should be done, and he yielded
only on condition that he be permitted to name the
substitute, to whom he also intended to surrender the
royal crown and scepter. He nominated the hermit,
who wished to decline, but was finally induced to put
on the royal robes. The regal power was then conferred
upon him in the presence of a notary. Arms were brought,
from which he was to select those that he preferred.
But he chose none of these. He asked that the arms of
William of Warwick be obtained from the Countess.
The latter sent certain arms, but they were not the
ones that he wanted. Those that he desired were kept
in the chamber of the Countess. The astonished lady
gave the hermit permission to enter her chamber, and he
there equipped himself for the coming combat. (Chaps.
14-19)

The hermit-king spent all that night in the church,
kneeling before the altar, upon which he had placed his
arms. After mass the next morning he ate to strengthen
his body and then armed himself for the fight. Finally
the adversaries met, and the fighting was fast and furious.
Suddenly the hermit-king cut off one of his opponent's
arms, and a few moments later, his head. England's
champion had won, and great was the rejoicing among
the Christians. (Chap. 19)
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