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The next day the English sent ambassadors to the
infidels to request them to leave the country, as had been
stipulated in the agreement made before the combat
took place, but the Moors in great wrath cut off the heads
of these ambassadors. They put the heads in a sack
and sent them back to the English. The hermit-king
was astounded when this cruel and treacherous deed
was reported to him, and he made a solemn vow never
to go under any roof except that of the church to hear
mass, until he had driven the whole Moorish tribe out
of the kingdom. And he ordered that all male subjects
of the crown over the age of eleven years and under
seventy should take up arms to fight the invaders.
(Chaps. 19-20)

When the Countess learned that her son, who was
barely eleven years old, would be obliged to fight the
Moors, she became frantic. She implored the hermit-king
to permit her to keep her son, the only comfort
of her life, but he would not yield to her entreaties.
And when the boy himself expressed an eagerness to go
against the enemy, she realized that all her petitions would
be in vain, and, with despair in her heart, she gave the
lad her blessing. (Chaps. 20-22)

The hermit-king gathered his forces and led them out
upon a plain before the city, and there they established
their camp. Around it a high wall was thrown up.
An opening was left on one side and there caltrops were
placed and pitfalls were dug. When the Moors attacked
the camp, they were slaughtered in great numbers.
Finally they began to retreat. The Christians followed
them and killed many more in the pursuit. The young
son of the Countess slew a doughty Moor, and the king,
after dubbing him, threw him upon the slain Saracen,
so that the boy's hands and face became covered with
blood. That was the lad's baptism of blood. (Chaps.
24-25)
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