



	
	

	
	

	Page:Tirant lo Blanch; a study of its authorship, principal sources and historical setting (IA cu31924026512263).pdf/35

	
		From Wikisource

		


		

		
		

		Jump to navigation
		Jump to search
		This page needs to be proofread.

After this disastrous defeat the Moors again returned
to the castle of Alimburch. The English made an assault
upon this stronghold and succeeded in setting it on
fire. The infidels were obliged to come out, and all that
emerged were slain, while all the rest that were found in
the kingdom were put to death. The victorious English
then marched to Dantona, threw into the sea all the
Moors that they encountered there, and destroyed all
the ships in which they had come. (Chap. 25)

When peace and order were again established on the
island of England, the hermit-king decided to make himself
known to the Countess, and in order that he might
be free to return to his hermitage and his penitential
life, he purposed to restore the kingdom to the former
sovereign. (Chap. 26)

Accordingly, he sent a chamberlain with the half-ring
to the Countess. The messenger said to her: "He
who has loved you with infinite love, and who still loves
you, sends you this ring." She took it and was startled.
She hurried to her chamber, where she said a short
prayer. Then she opened the jewel-case and took a ring
from it. She placed one of the rings on top of the other,
and behold they fitted together perfectly and the escutcheons
were complete. All perturbed and excited,
she rushed towards the door, but before she was able to
reach it, she fell to the floor in a swoon. The chamberlain
hurried to the king and announced that the Countess
had fallen dead. The king hurried to her room. Doctors
were already there trying to revive her. Finally
she recovered her senses, arose, and threw herself on
her knees before the king, who raised her up from the
floor and embraced her and kissed her many times.
Then he announced that he was the Earl of Warwick.
And when the people generally knew that the hermit-king
was their own William of Warwick, there was great
rejoicing. All the nobility went to the church with the
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