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Duke of Burgundy. But the contest that he admired
most of all was the one in which a youth who did not
seem to be more than fourteen or fifteen years old took
part. This youthful knight was called the Grand Constable
of England. His mother and the king, too, had
forbidden him to participate in any of the combats.
But he came to Tirant and asked him for permission to
use his arms and steed. He begged so well that Tirant
was unable to refuse. In this contest the youth slew
the Senyor de Escala Rompuda. The king chided him
for having entered the lists without permission, but the
young Constable answered that it was not right that he
should be denied the privilege of following the footsteps
of his valiant father, William, Earl of Warwick. The
Countess sent for Tirant and begged him never again
to do anything that might cause her to lose the only joy
and comfort that she had in this life. And he promised
that he would never willingy put the life of her son in
jeopardy. (Chaps. 39-57)

The hermit had already twice asked who had been
declared the best and greatest knight among the victors.
But Tirant seemed to pay no attention to his questions.
And finally the hermit said: "But, Tirant, why do you
not answer my question?" Then arose one of the company
and his name was Diaphebus. He drew forth
a parchment saying that the document in his hands
would answer the question. This he read to the hermit,
who was delighted when he heard that it was a proclamation
to the world that the noble and valiant Tirant
lo Blanch was declared the best knight of all those that
had taken part in the exercises of arms at the festivities
connected with the General Court. It also contained the
instructions given by the king that Tirant should be
placed on a white steed and that all, walking with the
king, should escort the hero to the church of Saint George,
where a solemn high mass would be celebrated in honor
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