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of this most excellent knight. The document was signed
by "Rex Enricus," and by judges of the field, heralds,
and the great lords in attendance. (Chaps. 57-58)

After the reading of the document, the hermit asked
Diaphebus to tell of some of Tirant's exploits, whereupon
our hero withdrew from the company to busy himself
with giving orders for the putting up of the tents and
the preparation of supper. Diaphebus then related how
Tirant was the first person upon whom the honor of
knighthood was conferred, and the first one to engage
in combat with one of the champions of the field. In
this contest, which was fought on horseback, he slew his
adversary. Then he challenged another champion of
the field to a combat à outrance on foot. In this he
succeeded in striking his opponent to the ground. Not
wishing to take his life, he asked the fallen knight to
beg for mercy, but the latter answered that he was the
Caualler de Muntalt, knighted by the Earl of Warwick,
loved and feared by many, and that he preferred to die
with honor rather than live in disgrace. And Tirant,
regretting that knights were by their very profession
obliged to be cruel, placed the point of his dagger over
the eye of his victim, and then struck a sharp blow on
the end of the handle so that the point came out on the
other side of his head. (Chaps. 58-60)

One day the king and the queen, accompanied by many
knights and ladies, went out into a meadow for recreation.
With them was "Beautiful Agnes," the daughter
of the Duke of Berry. On this day she wore a precious
brooch. Tirant approached her and praised her many
excellent qualities. He then asked her for that brooch,
saying that in return for the favor he would be willing
to meet any knight in a combat à outrance. She gave
him permission to take it. Thereupon Tirant detached it
from her bodice and fastened it on his cap. The following
day the Senyor de les Viles Ermes, a valiant and
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