



	
	

	
	

	Page:Tirant lo Blanch; a study of its authorship, principal sources and historical setting (IA cu31924026512263).pdf/42

	
		From Wikisource

		


		

		
		

		Jump to navigation
		Jump to search
		This page needs to be proofread.

well-trained knight, came to Tirant, and, after telling him
that from his very childhood he had loved Agnes, demanded
that the brooch be given him. Threatening to
kill Tirant if the latter should refuse, he tried to take
it from him by force, whereupon a fight ensued in which
the friends of each took part, and twelve men were killed
before peace could be restored. Three days later, the
Senyor de les Viles Ermes sent a challenge to Tirant and
it was immediately accepted. Tirant relinquished his
right to select the arms, and also gave his adversary
the privilege of designating the manner in which the
duel was to be fought. Thereupon the latter specified
that the combat should be fought on foot. Each of
the combatants should wear a plain shirt, and have a
wreath of flowers on his head. No other clothing was
to be worn. Each should be provided with a paper
shield and a pointed double-edged Genoese dagger. The
duel was fought in a neighboring forest early in the
morning. The two adversaries inflicted many horrible
wounds on each other. Their white shirts were red with
the blood that flowed copiously from their wounds.
Gradually they grew weaker and weaker. Finally Tirant
made a desperate thrust and struck his opponent
just over the heart. At the same time he himself received
a blow on the head which made him sink to the ground
even before his antagonist fell dead. Four of Tirant's
wounds were pronounced fatal, but fortunately they
gradually healed and his life was saved. (Chaps. 60-68)

The Prince of Wales, too, had come to attend the festivities,
and since he was fond of hunting he brought with
him several enormous dogs. One day the king, accompanied
by several knights, visited him. And it happened
that on that same day Tirant was riding by the house
in which the prince lived. A large mastiff having broken
loose from his chain, came out and rushed towards Tirant.
Our hero dismounted and drew his sword, and when the
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