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dog saw the gleaming blade, it turned away. The
king and the prince saw this, and the latter, knowing
the ferocious nature of the animal, remarked that a
splendid fight was in prospect. Tirant remounted his
steed and proceeded on his way, but he had hardly
advanced twenty paces, when the mastiff again rushed
at him with great fury, and the rider was a second time
obliged to alight from his horse. He again drew his
sword and advanced towards the savage animal, when
the latter, being afraid of the shining weapon, retreated.
Then Tirant threw aside his sword, for he concluded
that it was not right nor fair that he should use arms
when the dog had none. The mastiff rushed for the
weapon, seized it with his teeth, and carried it a short
distance away. And as he came back towards Tirant,
the latter said: "Now we shall fight on equal terms;
I shall use the same kind of weapons to do you harm,
as you will employ against me." They attacked each
other with fierceness. The gigantic mastiff caused Tirant
to fall three times. Finally the latter seized the raging
beast by the throat and strangled it with all his
might. At the same time he bit its cheek so savagely
that the animal fell dead on the ground. The king and
others came out immediately, and carried Tirant into
the house. Doctors were called and they treated the
many wounds on his arms and legs. For this victory
he received the same honors as if he had vanquished
a formidable knight in the lists. (Chap. 68)

The King of Friesland, the King of Poland, the Duke
of Burgundy, and the Duke of Bavaria met in the city of
Rome on the occasion of an important celebration of the
Church. Among other subjects of their conversation,
they came to speak of the King of England and the
wonderful festivities and exercises of arms that were
taking place at his court. They decided to go there
incognito and try their fortune in the lists. Tirant met
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