



	
	

	
	

	Page:Tirant lo Blanch; a study of its authorship, principal sources and historical setting (IA cu31924026512263).pdf/45

	
		From Wikisource

		


		

		
		

		Jump to navigation
		Jump to search
		This page needs to be proofread.

had been the favorite of the other monarch, the King
of Poland. Thomas came to England with a grim determination
to avenge the death not only of the kings
and dukes, but also of his brother. He was well built,
of great strength, and so tall that Tirant scarcely reached
up to his waist. It was said that he was the tallest man
in all Christendom. He, too, accused our distinguished
champion of having slain his victims treacherously,
and challenged him to mortal combat. The challenge
was accepted. The friends of Tirant tried to prevent
the duel, for they feared that he might be vanquished.
Finally the combat took place and it was of long duration.
The giant's blows were powerful. Once they forced
Tirant to his knees, but at that very moment he wounded
his opponent in the groin. In the violence of the fight
the big knight let fall his ax. Tirant told him that
he would permit him to pick it up, if he would retract
his false accusation of treachery. Thomas de Muntalba
did so, and recovered his ax. Then the combat began
again and it became more furious than before. Finally
the gigantic adversary had difficulty in breathing, and
was becoming weak from loss of blood. Tirant made
a desperate effort to put an end to the fight. He succeeded
in landing two powerful blows on the head of his
opponent, who fell to the ground. Tirant quickly placed
the point of his dagger over one of the eyes of the giant,
and at the same time told him if he would acknowledge
that he was vanquished his life would be spared. The
fallen knight answered that since Fate willed it, he would
deliver himself into his hands. Then Tirant went into
the middle of the field, knelt down, and gave praise and
thanks to God for the victory. Thomas de Muntalba
was degraded and later he became a monk of the Franciscan
order. (Chaps. 80-84)

A few days after this event Tirant went to Scotland
to engage in combat with the knight Villa Fermosa.
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