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The Queen of Scotland acted as judge of the contest.
She stopped the combat before either of the knights had
come to grief. (Chap. 84)

When the hermit had heard all these things, he expressed
his delight at the many successes and great honors that
young Tirant had won. In the meantime our modest
hero had tables set up beside the clear spring, and an
excellent supper was awaiting the hermit and all the rest.
After supper the venerable man retired to the hermitage.
The next day, after he had said his hours, he came out
again. Tirant and his companions went to receive him,
and they sat on the grass as the day before. Then
Diaphebus tells about the institution of the Order of
the Garter. He narrates the well-known incident which
caused the king to say; "Puni soyt qui mal hi pense."
He relates how His Royal Majesty instituted the above-*named
fraternity as a result of that incident. He gives
a detailed description of the Church of St. George in
the castle of Windsor; he recounts the rules of the Order
and describes the ceremonies; he repeats the oaths
of the members of the Order, and the vows of the
ladies of honor. He tells how the king selected twenty-*five
knights to make up the membership so that with the
king the members numbered twenty-six, and that the
king himself was the first to swear to obey all the rules.
Tirant, being the best knight of all those at the court,
was the first to be chosen. And among the other members
selected was John of Warwick, the Grand Constable
of England. (Chaps. 84-97)

Tirant and his companions stayed with the hermit
for ten days. On the eve of their departure for Brittany,
they asked him to sleep in one of their tents for that
night, since they were going to leave early in the morning
and were eager to have his blessing before starting.
Their request was granted. The next morning, after
they had departed, he returned to the hermitage, which,
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