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interviewed mariners, from whom he learned that it was
possible to reach the castle of Rhodes. Encouraged by
this information, he bought a large ship and ordered it
to be well armed and loaded with provisions. Tirant's
intentions were to go to Jerusalem after having succored
Rhodes. Philip, the youngest son of the King of France,
an awkward and not very intelligent youth, desired to
visit the Holy City, and Tirant was very glad to have
him as companion. When all was ready, they embarked
and the boat proceeded on its way. The first landing
was made at Lisbon. They were cordially received
by the King of Portugal and remained at his court for
ten days. Then they resumed their voyage. They
passed Cape Saint Vincent without incident, but upon
entering the Strait of Gibraltar, they were attacked by
a large number of Moorish ships. But Tirant's ship
was so large and so well defended, especially by a certain
mariner named Cataquefaras, that it finally escaped
from its pursuers. Many of the men on the ship, including
Tirant and Philip, were wounded, and the vessel
was badly damaged. It landed at an uninhabited island,
where the crew repaired the ship. Then they again set
sail, and followed the shores of Barbary. Not only
Moorish but also Genoese ships attacked and harassed
them until they came near Tunis. Tirant's vessel landed
at Palermo in Sicily to take on more provisions. The
royal family of Sicily gave Tirant and Philip a hearty
welcome, and during their stay an interesting love affair
developed between Philip and the princess Ricomana,
which Tirant took great pleasure in promoting. Much
of his time was spent at the elbow of Philip, preventing
or rectifying awkward blunders. Finally he spoke to
the king in behalf of Philip. The king was delighted at
the prospect of uniting the House of Sicily with that of
France, and requested Tirant to write to the French king
in regard to the matter. (Chaps. 99-104)
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