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One day the news came to Sicily that the city of Rhodes
was in dire distress and would fall within a few days,
unless food and help should come at once. The loading
of provisions was then rapidly completed. The day
before setting sail, the King of Sicily asked Tirant to
permit him to embark on his boat, for he, too, wished
to go to Jerusalem. Tirant was delighted to have him
as companion on the voyage. Finally they set sail,
and in four days crossed the Gulf of Venice and were
in sight of Rhodes. They directed the vessel to the
Castle of Saint Peter, and there anchored to await favorable
winds and weather. When the desired winds came
up, they again set sail. They started during the night,
and at dawn were very near the city of Rhodes. When
the hostile fleet saw the ship coming, they thought it
was one of theirs. They soon discovered their mistake,
but it was too late. They were not able to stop the ship,
which, with all sails unfurled, was dashing towards the
castle. It succeeded in reaching its destination, and
when the Knights of St. John saw it, and noticed its
strange banner, they knew it must be a ship that had
come to bring them relief. The provisions were soon
unloaded and the knights felt certain that, for some time
at least, starvation could not compel them to surrender.
(Chap. 104)

The Grand Master sent samples of the provisions to
the Sultan to show him that they had food to spare.
A mariner with great cunning and skill succeeded in
setting fire to the ship of the captain who was in command
of the hostile fleet, and the conflagration caused
consternation among the foe. The rainy season set
in, and the cold days of winter were near at hand.
On account of these things, the Sultan gave orders to
raise the siege, saying however that he would return
the following year. The unfortunate Sultan, when he arrived
at home, was accused of cowardice by his vassals,
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