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I.

HISTORY OF THE VATICAN MANUSCRIPT.[1] 




We know next to nothing of the history of the Vatican MS. up to the time when Napoleon I. took possession of the papal city. During this period, when proud Rome had sunk so low as to be a department of France, in 1811, by the mandate of the then ruler of the world, the treasures of the Vatican archives were removed from Rome to Paris. Among them was the volume containing the Acts of Galileo's trial. It is not known how Napoleon's special attention came to be directed to them; but it is certain that he requested Alexander Barbier, then State Librarian, to furnish him with a detailed report about them.[2] Barbier handed it to the Minister of Worship and Instruction. He also proposed that the whole of the documents should be printed, in the interests of historical truth, in the original Latin and Italian, with a French translation. The proposal was approved by the Emperor, and the volume was handed over to Barbier that he might have the translation made.

When the convulsions of 1814 had swept Napoleon out of Paris, and transported him to Elba, and the Bourbons



	↑ Somewhat abridged, as are also the Description and Estimate of the Vat. MS.—[Tr.]

	↑ See for this and what immediately follows, "Le Manuscrit Original du Procès de Galilée," par L. Sandret. Revue des Questions historiques, 1 Oct., 1877, pp. 551-559
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